
[ F u e l s  f o r  S c h o o l s A Business Outlook]

[The right idea, for the right reason, at the right time.]

Restoring Forests. Using Renewable Energy. Revitalizing Communities.
A partnership between the Regional Foresters in the Northern and Intermountain Regions of the Forest Service,

the State Foresters in Montana, Idaho, North Dakota, Nevada, and Utah, and 
the Bitterroot Resource Conservation and Development Council with technical support from the Forest Products Lab.
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Schools with

financial need

close to forested

lands needing

thinning.
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Federal-State

partnership

conducts due

diligence to assist

businesses and

schools in making

final decision.
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Federal-State

investment

stimulates private

innovation

through grants.
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Focusing on

restoring healthy

forests in mixed

ownerships.
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Prioritize thinning

near homes to

reduce fire risks to

communities.
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 Forest Service Investment   School Match
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Waste wood is

removed to reduce

wildfire risks in

forest.
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Local contractors

are employed.
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Public schools save

45 – 75% of

heating costs with

clean technology.
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Schools can

redirect valuable

resources to

education.
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A Comment from Jack Troyer,

Intermountain Regional Forester

“Recent fires have threatened our

communities and impacted our

economies.  In the future, we

must be more aggressive in our

treatment of hazardous fuels in

our forests.  The Healthy Forest

Restoration Act provides us with

some great new tools for treating

those hazardous fuels. ��
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��+�1 Fuels

for Schools meets all of these

needs. I am proud we are part of

that effort.”



A Comment from Rick Scheele,

School Maintenance Supervisor

and Darby Mayor

“I feel like the Forest Service

really did something awesome

here. They didn’t just spend over

half a million dollars – they made

a huge breakthrough. We have

industry, environmentalists, and

the community saluting what

we’ve done.”

A Comment from Gailyn

Messersmith, President of

Messersmith Manufacturing

“My company has been doing

work in schools for over 16 years

now. We’re very pleased to see

western schools becoming

interested. These systems burn so

clean that usually only water

vapor is seen rising from the stack.

And it is certainly better to burn

biomass cleanly in our boilers

than to burn it in wildfires – where

the air quality is so impacted. This

program is good for schools, it’s

good for business, and it’s good

for the land. ”
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A Note from the Center for

Disease Control in the 2003

Fire Safety Fact Sheet

“Smoke from wildfires is a

mixture of gases and fine

particles…that can hurt your

eyes, irritate your respiratory

system, and worsen chronic

heart and lung diseases.”
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A Comment from Dan Stevenson,

Engineer for CTA Architecture

“Our company loves this concept.

We think it’s a viable business,

and we think it’s the right thing

to do for our forests and our

schools. We’ve invested our own

time and money into this effort.

New technology can take time

before it becomes adopted. We

think the Forest Service cost-

share is an important incentive

that will move the concept

forward much more swiftly,

generating both interest and

savings.”

A Comment from Winston

Wiggins, Idaho State Forester

“It is good resource management

and good government to find

productive uses of excess forest

biomass. The Fuels for Schools

program is one of those key uses

and is a constructive partnership

between schools and forestry.
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• USDA, Forest Service – Northern and Intermountain Regions, State & Private Forestry

• State Foresters:

North Dakota State Forest Service

Idaho Department of Lands

Nevada Division of Forestry

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation – Forestry Division

Utah Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands

• USDA, Forest Service – Forest Products Lab
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• Bitterroot Resource Conservation and Development District
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• Darby (elementary, middle and high school are all heated)

• Victor

• Philipsburg

• Eureka
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• White Pine County
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• Minot State University – Bottineau campus
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• Council

• Bonners Ferry
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• Boiler manufacturers

• Engineering firms

• Architectural firms
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USDA Forest Service, State & Private Forestry

   406-329-3134

State Forester offices:

  Montana 406-542-4303

  Idaho 208-666-8632

  Nevada 775-684-2507

  North Dakota 701-328-9945

  Utah 801-538-5504
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www.fuelsforschools.org

Publication number - R1-04-09

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on
the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation. Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider
and employer


